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Chrysler Building and Radio City, and hundreds of lesser
pinnacles in stone like marzipan. Perhaps Man is not so inferior
to the ants after all. I am, of course, not surprised to find that
none of the Americans I meet up here is a New-Yorker; no
Londoner ever climbs the Monument. The people I talk to on
the roof answer me In French, German, Swedish, Italian, Russian,
and broad Lancashire.
Once more on terra firma we went to the pictures and saw
the Coronation and Hindenburg films. The shots of Queen
Mary made a great impression, the people near me crying out,
" Isn't she lovely ? " But the whole film was received with
the greatest enthusiasm. The Hindenburg picture included some
of the evidence of Captain Rosedahl, the head of aviation at
Lakehurst, who said that it was well known that airships generate
electricity. This is discharged as soon as the landing-ropes
ktouch earth, and members of the crew handling them before
establishing contact have been known to suffer severe shocks.
All this electricity runs wild in the immediate proximity of seven
million cubic feet of extremely inflammable hydrogen! The
Germans say they can't afford to buy helium, which can only
be got from America, though here I am given another explana-
tion. This is that German airships are not designed for helium.
If they change their design they will be unfitted for hydrogen,
which is the gas they must use in the event of war since they
would not be able to get the other from America.
Dinner at the Grenekers' apartment, twenty-three stories
high and overlooking Central Park. Down below there is a
constant stream of motors, and four games of baseball are la
progress in a space the size of the Oval, but grassless. I had
asked to be given a typically American meal, as this Is probably
the only private house in New York in which I shall eat. The
menu consisted of cream of mushroom soup, duck, asparagus,
fresh rice, and for dessert a grape salad with hot cheese rolls.
As a concession to British taste a bottle of Beaune.
The play to-night was Yesy my Darling Daughter. It is being
played to packed, houses, all of which endorse the maternal
sanction to a young girl to beliave as she likes*